Homemade Rolling Pins

Gather a variety of clean, empty plastic water bottles and remove the labels. Half-fill each bottle with items such as colored sand, colored rice, or water and colored beads. Secure the caps with hot glue. Invite students to roll the bottles over play dough. Little ones will quickly notice the interesting activity occurring inside the bottles.

Handy Hang-Ups

This year, put an end to paint-smock clutter. Affix the hook side of a long strip of Velcro fastener to a wall near your art area. Attach the loop side of a piece of Velcro fastener to the collar of each paint smock. To hang up her smock, a child presses the Velcro on the collar to the Velcro strip on the wall. She'll feel independent, and you'll be rewarded with a tidy art area!


Clean as a Whistle
Make short work out of cleaning and sanitizing small plastic manipulatives by letting your washing machine do the work. Place manipulatives inside a mesh lingerie bag. Toss the bag into your washer along with laundry soap and a small amount of bleach. Set your machine on the gentle cycle. Your manipulatives will come out sparkling clean!

Brochure  

Make a brochure about yourself, your school, and fun activities you have planned for the year and mail it to the children before school begins (or just give it to them the first day). To make a brochure, fold a sheet of paper into thirds. On the front section write “Welcome to your name’s Classroom!” On the left section place a picture of yourself and write some personal information about your family, pets, experience, etc. On the inside write “We’ll have a great year together…learning to read, experimenting in science, learning math, working on the computer, cooking, taking field trips, singing, creating in art,” and so forth.
All About Me  

Make a book about yourself to read to the children the first day of school. Include a photograph of yourself as a child, family photos, pictures of pets, favorite foods, hobbies, why you enjoy teaching, etc. Let one child take the book home each evening to share with their families. (What a simple way to build a partnership with your parents!)
Hint! You might even ask each parent to make a similar book about his child to place in your classroom library.
Family Bottle  

Collect clear, plastic bottles (from water or soda) and give one to each child when they come to register or on the first day of school. Ask them to fill the bottle with cut out photographs of family members and other small trinkets and mementos. Have children bring their bottles to school the first day and use them for “show and tell.” Store the bottles in a basket and when children are a little sad or homesick, tell them to get their family bottle and it will make them feel better.
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Hello Book  

Here’s a simple version of a class book for younger children. Take a photograph of each child or let children draw their pictures. At the top of each page write “Hello child’s name!” Make a cover for the book that says, “Hello teacher’s name Friends!” Children will enjoy reading this book all year long.
What Do You See Book? 

Use the “Brown Bear” chant to introduce different school helpers to the children. Take photographs of the principal, secretary, dietician, custodian, bus drivers, librarian, special teachers, etc. Start with a picture of your school with the saying, “School, school, what do you see? I see principal’s name looking at me.” On each page introduce another school helper. End with your photograph saying, “I see all my new friends ready to learn with me!”
Class Yellow Pages 
Tear off the front and back of your “Yellow Pages” to use for the outside of this book. Make inside pages for the book that say, “We are good readers.” “We can help you with the computer.” “We can tie shoes.” “We are good spellers.” “We like to draw.” “We are mathematicians.” “We like to clean.” (Include pages that represent the different multiple intelligences, as well as common tasks in the classroom.) Encourage children to sign up on the pages where they can help others. When someone comes to you for help, remind them to look in the “Class Yellow Pages.” 
What’s Your Bag? 
Give each child a lunch sack at registration or the first day of school and ask them to put the wrapper from their favorite candy, something their favorite color, a picture of their family, the title of their favorite book, etc. in the bag. After sharing these objects with classmates, they can use them to decorate journals, make banners about themselves, etc. 
Mystery Back Pack 
Purchase a back pack, or simply find an old one in lost and found and use it for this activity. Put a direction card in the back pack that says, “Today your child is bringing home the mystery back pack. Please help your child find one object that is special to them to put in the bag. Write three clues about the object on the enclosed card. Tomorrow we’ll read the clues to the class and see if they can guess what is in the back pack.” The next day read the clues, then encourage the children to ask questions about the contents of the back pack. The anticipation will build until they “solve” the mystery. This activity gives children a turn to feel special, and it encourages thinking skills and language development. 

Friendship Chain 
Give each child a strip of construction paper to decorate with their name, symbols of favorite things, or designs. Staple the strips together to make a chain. Remind the children that your classroom is just like that chain. Everyone must work together to keep it connected and strong. Drape the chain over the doorway. 
Through This Door 
Make a banner to go over your door that says: “Through this door Walk the world’s greatest students!”
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Cookies 
Cut 3” circles (cookies) out of poster board. Write each child’s name on the “cookie.” Place the cookies in an empty cookie box or bag. Chose one name at a time and use it in the chant below: 
Child’s name ate the cookie in the cookie jar. 
Who me? (First child responds.) 
Yes you. (Class chants.)
Couldn’t be? (First child.) 
Then who? (Class chants.) 
Second child’s name ate the cookie 
(Choose a second child’s name) in the cookie jar.

Give each child a cookie to eat for snack. Take a picture of them eating their cookie, and then make a book with their pictures and the above chant. 

Who ate the cookie in the cookie jar?
Child’s name ate the cookie in the cookie jar. 
Who me?          (First child responds.) 
Yes you.           (Class chants.)
Couldn’t be?      (First child.) 
Then who?        (Class chants.) 
Second child’s name ate the cookie 
(Choose a second child’s name) in the cookie jar.

Give each child a cookie to eat for snack. Take a picture of them eating their cookie, and then make a book with their pictures and the above chant.
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I Am Special
Place a hand mirror in the bottom of a shoebox and put the lid on top. Explain to the children that the most wonderful thing in the whole world is in the box. “It’s so special there’s only one like it in the world!” Watch children’s smiles as they open the box and see their faces! End by singing this song to the tune of “Ferer Jacques.”

                      I am special. 
                      I am special.
                      Take a look.
                      You will see.
                      You will see.
                      Someone very special.
                      Someone very special.
                      And it’s me!
                      And it’s me!
Friend Phone Book 
Take a picture of each child and glue it on a sheet of paper. Have them write their name at the top and their phone number at the bottom. (You may need to do this for younger children.) To make a cover for your phone book, simply tear the front and back off your local phone book. Glue a title that says “Mr/Ms. Name Class Directory” on the front cover. Use in the dramatic play center by a play phone or place in the math center with an old cell phone. 

Hint! If children have an unlisted number, simply use the school phone number. No one will know the difference! 

Boo Hoo Breakfast - To ease the transition for children and parents, one school told me they hosted a “Boo Hoo Breakfast” the first day of school. After parents say good-bye to their children, they join the principal in the library for juice, coffee, and doughnuts. It’s a great time to review school policies and ask for volunteers! 

CHECK! 

Use this technique to focus children’s attention before walking down the hall.

Teacher says, “Eyes?”       Children respond, “Check!”
Teacher says, “Ears?”        Children respond, “Check!”
 Teacher says, “Hands?”    Children respond, “Check!”
Teacher says, “Feet?”        Children respond, “Check!”
Teacher says, “Body?”       Children respond, “Check!”
Teacher says, “Mouth?”     Children respond, “Mmmmm!” 

QUIET LOTION 

Purchase some lotion with a pump dispenser and make a label that says “Quiet Lotion.” When children are too loud, invite them to come get some quiet lotion. The lotion will give them a moment to calm down and relax. 
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TELL TEDDY 

Choose a stuffed bear or other animal to listen to children’s complaints and tattles. If a child comes up to tattle, simply say, “Go tell Teddy!”

HANG UPS 

Hang ribbon from a paper clip with a clothespin at the end. Glue a cut out from fun foam to the end of the clothespin. Tuck the paper clip in a ceiling tile and then attach the children’s work to the clothespin.
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LUCKY STICKS - 

Give each child a jumbo craft stick and ask her to decorate it with her name and designs. Place all of the children’s sticks in a plastic cup. Explain that when you need a student to help you, you’ll pick a stick. That “lucky” person gets to do the special job. Place her stick in your desk after she’s had a turn. When all the sticks have been used up, place them in the cup and begin all over again. 

WIGGLES – 

Say this poem before walking down the hall.

Wiggles, wiggles, go away.
It’s time to walk down the hall
CATCH A STAR - 

Pretend to throw stars to children who are doing the correct thing. Children pretend to “catch the stars” and put them in their pocket. The other students will “catch on” and model that behavior. Here’s a poem to say as you throw stars: 

You’re just great. 
You’re so fine. 
Catch a star and let it shine! 

Our Town Blocks

Take photographs of the post office, police station, school, and other stores and places in your community. Tape them to unit blocks so children can use them in the block center to build and drive around with little cars.
Line Up Symbols

Place window cling pictures on the floor. Assign a different child to each symbol. When it’s time to line up they’ll know just where to stand.

It’s Time for Us to Go (Arlene Middendorf, FL)

Sing this song to the tune of “The Farmer in the Dell” to end your day:

It’s time for us to go.
It’s time for us to go.
Say good-bye to all your friends.
It’s time for us to go.

We’ve had a busy day.
We’ve learned a lot today.
Say good-bye to all your friends.
It’s time for us to go.

Children select the symbol for how they will go home and line up.
Walkers – Feet
Car Riders – Car
Bus Riders – Bus
After School – Schoolhouse

Hook Up Hug (Kristin Bauer)

Thumbs up. (Put out your arms and stick up your thumbs.)
Thumbs down. (Point thumbs down.)
Cross your hands. (Cross your arms.)
Clasp your fingers. (Intertwine fingers.)
Give yourself a hug. (Bring clasped hands toward your chest and squeeze your arms.)
*This is a great way to cross the midline and help children center themselves. You could also ask them to “hug” (cross) their legs.

Brown Bag Camera (Teresa Stotler, OK)

We all loved this camera Teresa made out of a lunch sack! Cut off about 5” from the top of the sack to make the camera. Decorate the bag with a lens, flash, viewer, etc. Add cord or ribbon to make the strap. Take children on a walk and let them “snap” a picture of some “thing,” some “one,” something green, etc. Make photographs (paper cut 4 ½” x 5 ½”) to fit in the bag and have children draw pictures or write sentences about what they “snapped.” Perfect for non-fiction writing! 
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Class Pledge (Brenda Stremmel)

Make a class flag from the children’s handprints, and then teach children this pledge:

I pledge to myself on this day
To try to be kind in every way.
To every person big or small
I will help them if they fall.
I will love myself and others, too.
That’s the best that I can do!

Clothespin Pictures

Attach children’s pictures to spring clothespins. Use for name songs, games, transitions, etc. 
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Happy Days

(Tune: “She’ll Be Coming Round the Mountain” – All Day Long CD)

When you’re glad it’s Sunday, clap your hands. (Clap hands.)
When you’re glad it’s Sunday, clap your hands.
Let’s spell Sunday. It’s a fun day.
S – U – N – D – A – Y.

Monday – Marvelous Monday - Stomp your feet. (Stomp feet.)
Tuesday – Terrific Tuesday - Nod your head. (Nod head.)
Wednesday – Wonderful Wednesday - Blink your eyes. (Blink.)
Thursday – Thrilling Thursday - Snap your fingers. (Snap fingers.)
Friday – Fantastic Friday – Bounce around. (Bounce to the beat.)
Saturday – Super Saturday - Shout, “Hooray!” (Put fist in air.)

ART Materials

The first few weeks, the only materials available are paper, markers, crayons, glue, and scissors. Wrap the other materials in butcher paper and write the contents on the package. When the children are ready for something new, open a "present". 

As You Enter
Tape this poem and numbered footsteps down near the entrance to your classroom for the first day of school. 

1, 2, How are you? 

3, 4  Come in the door. 

5, 6  A good-bye kiss. 

7, 8  School is great! 

9, 10  Let's begin.

Take Home Bags 

All communication from the school goes in this bag and all communication from home comes back to school in this bag. 

Materials: 1 ziploc type bag per child 

Description: At the beginning of the year assign one bag to each child.  On it  write:  Take Home Bag; the child's name and Please return every school day! 
Inform the parents that you will send everything home in this bag:. letters from you or the school; trip permission sheets; monthly calendars; work from school and library books, if they fit, etc. Ask parents to send all their notes, money, book orders, etc., to school in this bag.  This is a good way to know that the parents have received everything sent home, and it's not lost in their child's backpack. Parents also know that you have received their notes and items.  Parents love it because they know where to look for any form of communication. 

